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      Chris Gardiner said

      at 6:53 pm on Sep 21, 2017

      			      

    

    
      This article certainly brings back memories.



In the mid-seventies I was running the Shortwave SABC station at Bloemendal about 20km south of Johannesburg.  I was employed by Airwork Services who were contracted to SABC to run the station.  At the time the station had 16 transmitters, four 250kW Brown Boveri, four 100kW Telefunken, four 100kW Thomson-CSF and four 20kW Marconi BD262 that had been moved north from Paradys.  At this time the 250kW Tx were used for the external service, the 100kW for the domestic service to SW Africa and the BD262 for additional domestic services mainly on the Tropical Bands.  They had four manufacturers from four countries in case any sanctions made spares procurement impossible.



By 1975 the BD262s tuning systems had become very tired.  It was essentially a mechanically controlled system similar to that used on the T1154 aircraft transmitters in WW2.  However, once on tune the transmitters remained very reliable and had much better audio quality than any of the other transmitters on the site.



As the domestic service started to run down the four BD262s were sold to Rhodesia Broadcasting, this was at a time when Ian Smith's government was subject to sanctions.  I think they paid around 5 Rand each for them but had to dismantle them and ship back to Salisbury themselves.  Their staff spent a short time with us examining the transmitters in operation before they were dismantled and they took them away.  I don't think that the transmitters were ever re-installed.



I got fed up with Airworks SA subsidiary and moved on the SABC head office where I took a major part in the provision of FM radio across the whole of SW Africa, including the homelands, thus putting another nail in the coffin of short wave broadcasting.
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